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COTTON  PBOIXJCTION  IH  iBIZONA,  1928  -  1937 
-  Bjy  Counties  - 


Starting  with  206.000  acres  planted  in  1928,  the  Arizona  cotton 
acreage  fluctuated  slightly  until  extremely  low  prices  caused  a  sharp 
decline  to   114,000  acres  in  1932  nhich  was  the  smallest  acreage  during 
the  period  1928-1937.     The  Agricultural  Adjustment  Prograa  induced  a  low 
harvested  acreage  in  1933  by  causing  approximately  22,000  acres  to  be  plowed 
up.     Acreage  redactions  under  the  Program  also  largely  accounted  for  the 
relatively  low  planted  acreage  of  136,000  acres  in  1934.     Since  1934  the 
Arizona  acreage  has  expanded.      It  readhed  an  all   time  hi^  of  299,000 
acres  planted  in  1937. 

Yield  per  acre  during  the  10-year  period  has  varied  from  an  average 
of  286  pounds  lint  in  1933  to   the  Arizona  record  yield  of  601  iwunds  in 
1937.     These  are  composite  yields  including  both  short  staple  axid  American^ 
Egyptian.     While  expansion  or  contraction  in  the  lower  yielding  American?- 
Egyptian  cotton  has  had  some  influence  on  average  annual  yields,   the  greatly 
increased  average  yields  per  acre  beginning  with  the  1934  crop  are  attri- 
buted to   the  better  selection  of  varieties  coupled  with  i^^roved  method  in 
culture  and  restriction  of  acreage* 

In  general,  fluctuations  in  the  State  average  yield  during  the  period 
are  due  to   seasonal  changes  and  are  common  to  all  county  yields.      In  Grahaa 
County  low  yields  in  some  years  have  been  due  to  local  shortage  of  water 
for  irrigation  at  critical  times.     In  1931  the  average  yield  was  lowered 
by  the  stubbing  of  rather  large  acreages  of  poor  stands,   especially  la 
Maricopa  County.     Yields  in  Yuma  County  have  suffered  someivhat  in  recent 
years  by   increased  insect  infestations  in  that  area* 

Production  of  cotton,   in  these  tables,   is  expressed  in  500-pouni 
equivalent  gro^s  weight  bales,  which  should  not  be  confused  with  ginner*8 
running  bales.     The  low  prodaction  of  the  period  was  69,000  bales  in  1932. 
The  peak  was  313,000  bales  in  1937.     They  coincide  with  low  and  high 

acreage. 

These  estimates  of  production  are  based  upon  ginnings  within  each 
county  as  reported  to  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  with  necessary  ad* 
justments  for  cro ss-coiinty  movement  of  seed  cotton  for  ginning* 

The  estimates  of  acreage  are  based  on  the  censuses  of  1925,  1930, 
and  1935;  on  available  data  from  irrigation  project  annual  surveys;  on 
data  made  available  by  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration  for  the 
years  since  the  first  program  in  1933;  and  on  current  reports  from  co- 
operating Arizona  cotton  growers  nho  report  to  the  Arizona  statistician 
concerning  their  acreage  and  yield.  The  yield  estimates  are  based  upon 
computations  from  acres  and  bales  reported  to  the  Census  in  Census  years 
and  upon  current  reports  from  Arizona  cotton  growers  relating  to  yield 
in  each  year. 


Edward  C.  Paxton, 
Agricultural  Statistician. 
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